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an area larger than that of the United States, and capa-
ble of supporting in comfort a population of at least a
hundred millions. As soon as this is fully borne in upon
the popular mind, we shall hear little more of the short-
sighted policy which regards our colonies as an encum-
brance to be shaken off on the first decent opportunity;
and our statesmen will begin to occupy themselves in
devising plans for strengthening the unity of the Empire,
and binding together in one great free confederation the
mother country and the young and vigorous nations to
which she has given birth.

But the contemplation of the vast possibilities of the
future, in the realization of which the Intercolonial Rail-
way will play an important part, must not take us away
from the consideration of its immediate influence upon,
the Egyptian problem. Halifax, its eastern terminus,
is an 'Imperial station/ where is kept up the only garrison
of British troops in the Dominion of Canada. On the
receipt of a telegraphic order from the home government,
the 2000 or 1500 soldiers stationed there could immedi-
ately proceed by railway across the continent. They
would reach the Pacific at the new city of Vancouver on
Burrard Inlet in five days; and meanwhile their places
at Halifax could be supplied by Canadian Militia till a
new garrison arrived from England. They could be
conveyed from Vancouver by sea to Calcutta in thirty-
three or thirty-four days, stopping on the way at Hong
Kong and Singapore to pick up reinforcements from the
imperial garrisons stationed there. Thus a force of from
three to four thousand men could be thrown into India
in about thirty-eight or thirty-nine days from the time
when the order to start reached the officer in command
at Halifax. Now it takes just thirty-eight days to make